
Dear Journalist

In over 380 pages that evolve from black over yellow, 
orange, red, purple, blue, green over black again, 
graphic designer Hugo Puttaert (° 1960) takes us  
on a visual trip that urges us to ‘Think in Colour’.  
This Brussels-based award-winning professor, editor 
and creative director at large, demonstrates in over 
350 colour and black-and-white illustrations created 
by his studio Visionandfactory why graphic design 
matters and what effects it has on our everyday lives. 

Ever since its foundation in 1990, Puttaert’s design 
studio Visionandfactory has played a prominent role 
in the international graphic design scene. As one of 
the movers and shakers of the discipline, Puttaert 
offers us a kaleidoscopic view of his studio’s mul-
tifaceted output. Texts by internationally acclaimed 
design writer Rick Pyonor and by Steven Cleeren 
(Design Vlaanderen, Kwintessens) offer insights 
into the studio’s history and contextualize Puttaert’s 
vision on design and his social responsibility as a de-
signer. The black cover adds a typical Visionandfac-
tory touch: once you rub the cover’s surface, every-
thing turns to colour. 
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left: book at 20° C - right: book at 30° C
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3 cover variations
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Hugo Puttaert is a graphic designer, organizer, professor and editor based in the greater 
Brussels area, Belgium. He was born in 1960. Hugo Puttaert trained as an artist at  
Sint Lukas Art College in Brussels and worked as a graphic artist for ten years before star-
ting up his own graphic design studio visionandfactory in 1990.

He is professor and researcher at Sint Lucas Antwerp, the art and design department of the 
Karel de Grote-Hogeschool, where he teaches typography and graphic design. He’s also 
head of the graphic design department and the publishing research platform YellowPress. 
Hugo was the initiator and programme director of the Citype conferences, organized at 
Sint Lucas Antwerp in 1997 and 1999. In November 2007, he organized the first edition 
of the new international biannual design conference ‘Integrated’ at the international art 
campus deSingel in Antwerp. The fourth edition of this conference, which deals with the 
crossover between graphic design, typography, new media, architecture and art, took 
place at 24 & 25 October, 2013. The fifth one is scheduled at 26 & 27 November 2015.  
Hugo has been a speaker at several international design conferences and symposia and has 
contributed to a number of magazines and newspapers. Since 2005, he is editor-in-chief 
and creative director of Addmagazine.be, a  Belgian magazine focusing on cutting-edge, 
socially relevant graphic design from Belgium and elsewhere.

Hugo Puttaert and visionandfactory have worked as designers and consultants for a wide 
range of businesses and cultural organisations, integrating corporate and editorial design 
skills with innovative communication strategies. Work by Hugo Puttaert and visionand-
factory was published in design magazines and yearbooks including Package & Design 
(China), Print European Design Annual (USA), Emigre magazine (USA), Novum, world 
of graphic design (Germany), Graphis Yearbooks (Switzerland, USA) and Graphics In-
ternational (London, UK). His work has been nominated several times for the prestigious 
Belgian Henry van de Velde design prize and was shortlisted in the New York Art Direc-
tor’s Club’s annual competition (V&F corporate identity) & won prices at The Plantin 
Moretus Price & & the F. Baudin Price 2009.

Hugo Puttaert on design: “All too often, design is merely used as a trendy lubricant to facilitate 
the marketing of anything and everything. To many people, the concept of design conjures up the 
image of some item of modern, sleek ‘design’ furniture. But in fact, design is not about the product,  
it is about the act. The word ‘design’ traditionally refers to a process, to planning and preparing 
something using detailed preliminary studies and sketches. Design should be about designing.”

Jan Middendorp (Berlin, 2012)

www.visionandfactory.com
www.addmagazine.eu
www.thinkincolour.be
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